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DOR.HOL.No.95/16.13.100/2022-23
January 16, 2023
Master Direction – Reserve Bank of India (Acquisition and Holding of Shares or Voting Rights in Banking Companies) Directions, 2023
In exercise of the powers conferred by Sections 12, 12B, and 35A of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949, the Reserve Bank of India being satisfied that it is necessary and expedient in the public interest so to do, hereby, issues the Directions hereinafter specified.
These directions may be read along with the ‘Guidelines on Acquisition and Holding of Shares or Voting Rights in Banking Companies’ issued by the Reserve Bank of India (the Guidelines).
Objective: These directions are issued with the intent of ensuring that the ultimate ownership and control of banking companies are well diversified and the major shareholders of banking companies are ‘fit and proper’ on a continuing basis.




More details can be referred to in the below link.
Reference Link: https://rbi.org.in/Scripts/NotificationUser.aspx?Id=12439&Mode=0










[bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: _Hlk141824474]Guidelines on Acquisition and Holding of Shares or Voting Rights in Banking Companies
January 16, 2023
The contents of these Guidelines shall be read along with Reserve Bank of India (Acquisition and Holding of Shares or Voting Rights in Banking Companies) Directions, 2023, and applicable provisions of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949.
Prior approval for acquisition of shares or voting rights in a banking company
2. In terms of sub-section (1) of Section 12B of Banking Regulation Act, 1949, every person, who intends to acquire shares or voting rights and intends to be a major shareholder1 of a banking company, is required to obtain previous approval of the Reserve Bank.
3. The person, who intends to be a major shareholder of a banking company, is required to make an application to the Reserve Bank along with the declaration in Form A. The Reserve Bank would undertake a due diligence to assess the ‘fit and proper’ status of the applicant. It will be open to the Reserve Bank to seek additional information / documents from the applicant / concerned banking company and make such enquiries with regulators, revenue authorities, investigation agencies, credit rating agencies or any other persons as considered appropriate.
4. While granting approvals, the Reserve Bank may specify conditions under sub-section (4) of Section 12B of B R Act,1949, including a validity period for completing such acquisition. Subsequent to such acquisition, if at any point in time the aggregate holding2 of the person falls below five per cent, as per sub-section (1) of Section 12B of B R Act, 1949, the person will be required to again obtain prior approval from the Reserve Bank to raise the aggregate holding to five per cent or more of total paid-up share capital or voting rights of the banking company.
5. Any person who intends to acquire shares or voting rights in a banking company beyond the limit for which approval was obtained from the Reserve Bank, is required to apply to the Reserve Bank for prior approval to increase their aggregate holding in the banking company.
6. The persons from3 Financial Action Task Force (FATF) non-compliant jurisdictions4 shall not be permitted to acquire major shareholding in the banking company. However, the existing major shareholders from such FATF non-compliant jurisdictions would be allowed to continue with their investment, provided that there shall not be any further acquisition without prior approval of the Reserve Bank. The Reserve Bank may, however, review the ‘fit and proper’ status of such holders of shares or voting rights at any point of time and may take steps to limit their voting rights in accordance with law.
Information to be provided for continuous monitoring
7. In addition to furnishing the information sought by the banking company, major shareholders who have completed the approved5 acquisition or applicants who have obtained the approval to have major shareholding or applicants who have submitted the application for obtaining the prior approval shall inform the banking company of any change in the information provided in Form A or any other development which may have a bearing on the ‘fit and proper’ status.


More details can be referred to in the below link.
Reference Link: https://rbi.org.in/Scripts/NotificationUser.aspx?Id=12440&Mode=0

